
NEW RISK ALERT: (GOOG) 

Google Removes Claim That Its Artificial 
Intelligence Helps Detect Cancer Earlier 

Latest 10-K omits cancer reference raising questions about its $1.2 billion 
dollar moonshot investment in anti-ageing firm. 
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This alert compares the language used in the company’s latest filing with the period before. 
Research suggests changes in language, particularly in the risk factor section, is a powerful 
indicator of future performance. Companies that change filing language, according to research, 
underperform those that don’t by 30-50 basis points per month for the following year. 

Google Removes Cancer Detection Claim 
Google no longer makes the bold claim that its artificial intelligence (AI) helps doctors detect 
cancer earlier. In it’s 2019 10-K, Google announced: 
 

“...our investments in machine learning over a decade have enabled us to build products 
that are smarter and more helpful. For example, our investments in AI are enabling 
doctors to detect cancer earlier.” 

 
In its 2020 10-K, Google omits the cancer claim and replaces it with a relatively underwhelming 
voice search example: 
 

“Our investments in machine learning over the past decade have enabled us to build 
products that are smarter and more helpful. For example, a huge breakthrough in 
natural language understanding, called BERT, now improves results for almost every 
English language search query.” 

 
Google included the word “cancer” a second time in the prior year’s 10-K. It was in reference to 
a partnership between anti-ageing firm Calico and biopharma company AbbVie. Google is an 
investor in Calico, having already provided $480 million and pledging up to $750 million more.  
 
Despite an update from Calico about its early stage clinical programs, Google removed any 
mention of Calico from its 2020 10-K. It’s also interesting that while AbbVie discloses details in 
its 2019 10-K  about its partnership with Calico— which has been extended through 2027— 
AbbVie does not mention Google. 
 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1658471
https://www.sec.gov/ix?doc=/Archives/edgar/data/1652044/000165204421000010/goog-20201231.htm
https://www.calicolabs.com/press/calico-and-abbvie-share-update-on-early-stage-clinical-programs


 
If Google’s AI was really enabling the early detection of cancer, it seems logical that the 
company would be eager to update investors— as well as whether it plans to invest the rest of 
its $1.2 billion commitment to Calico— rather than omit it from the latest 10-K.  
 
The Winkler Group has contacted Google about the reason for the omission and whether the 
company’s AI is no longer enabling early detection. We’ve also asked for the names of the 
doctors who used Google’s AI to detect cancer earlier. We will update subscribers when we 
have new information. 

Google Blames Regulators for Startup Competition 
Google regularly  includes the obligatory warning about operating in highly competitive 
industries. But in its latest 10-K, Google— which is being scrutinized by regulators worldwide— 
criticizes those same regulators for picking and choosing when to enforce the law: 
 

“Further, discrepancies in enforcement of existing laws may enable our lesser known 
competitors to aggressively interpret those laws without commensurate scrutiny, thereby 
affording them competitive advantages.”  
 

Whether it is wise to criticize lawmakers and regulators— albeit softly— as they consider 
various enforcement actions against Alphabet will soon be evident. It is unlikely antitrust 
enforcers will allow Google to acquire some of the lesser known competitors it’s referencing. But 
complaining publicly that those startups should be regulated more harshly— to Google’s 
benefit— raises doubts about the company’s judgement. 
 


